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VAFCS Teacher of Year Award

The Virginia Association of Family and Consumer Sciences (VAFCS) is seeking applications for the VAFCS Teacher of Year.  Nominations are sought to honor exemplary Family and Consumer Sciences teachers in Virginia.  
Who can apply?

Any Family and Consumer Sciences teacher in Virginia who is a current member of AAFCS/VAFCS and has been a member for the last three years may apply. The teacher may nominate him/herself or may be nominated by a peer or an administrator.

In order to be prepared to submit the nominee to the American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences Teacher of the Year award, the nominee should meet the following eligibility requirements:
· employed as a family and consumer sciences teacher of grades kindergarten through 12; 

· created and run a family and consumer sciences program that focuses on one of the following five program areas: 

· Career Awareness/Job Skill Training 
· Consumer Education/Family Finance 
· Creative Dimensions/Alternative Program Designs 
· Family Life/Personal and Social Development 
· Nutrition Education/Diet and Health 
Although the more generic word program is used throughout this document, a teaching unit, semester project, or an initiative suitable for integration with an existing program may also be submitted for an award. 
How can I apply?

Letter of Application

The following information for the nominated teacher should be included with the letter of application: the teacher’s name, address and telephone number; the name of the school where the teacher is currently teaching, the name of the program being highlighted; information regarding the education that the teacher has received, professional memberships, and a list of any awards and certification (CFCS, National Board, etc.) that the teacher has attained.

Submit a description (2500 word maximum) of an exemplary FCS program that was created by the nominee in an FCS-related content area.   
Program descriptions should include 
· background information about the community and school setting, and any program restrictions that exist. 
· program’s goals and intended outcomes.
· description of the program including attainment of goals, enrollment data and sustainability, creative approach, integration of family and consumer sciences concepts impact on students and the community impact within the school and larger community.  An indication of the program’s impact on students is very important. Nominated programs should have been in place for at least three years.  

Up to 6 pages of supporting documents can be included with the application: These may include letters of recommendation, newspaper articles and photos. Documents may not be reduced below a font of 12, will not be returned.  This portion of the submission may be mailed.

Nominated teachers and programs will be evaluated with respect to:

· integration of FCS with the core curriculum and with other disciplines

· the teacher’s level of professional commitment to FCS

· the goals and outcomes of the program

· the sustainability of the program

· creativity, innovation, and cutting-edge techniques in the program

· the program’s ability to solicit and sustain funding and overcome obstacles or   challenges

· the program’s influence on the lives of student

· the program’s impact on the FCS program, school, and community.

Application deadline:  postmarked by December 1, 2012.  

Contact for questions and submission of application:
Julia O. Beamish, Professor and Head

Department of Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management

Virginia Tech 

Blacksburg, VA 24061

jbeamish@vt.edu
(540) 213-8881
